ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

nervous obsession of occupation \vhi$i drives
the American to read trash in the train rather
than to do nothing.

Just as men have been obliged to adapt them-
selves to life in great cities, so whole populations
to-day are striving to adapt themselves iventally
to the omnipresent, omniprinling newspaper.
The dust and turmoil and excitement of great
aggregations of population, the constant strain
on eyes, and ears, and throat, and nerves, have
changed the physique of mankind. The dusty
chatter of the newspapers is working upon the
mental make-up of mankind in much the same
way. Too much comes pelting upon minds un-
trained to analyse and incapable of sifting the
grain from the chaff. The more generally edu-
cated, and the more generally curious mentally,
are those who suffer most from this dust-cloud
of the newspapers* Men who are only intelligent
enough to keep in one way, and to do one task,
and to serve one master, are cjivcrted, excitedt
made discontented, and led astray, by this enor-
mous variety of news, which comes to them every
day, but which concerns them not at all How
true this is is seen in the curious temptation to
murder, suicide and (Times of all kinds which fol-
lows upon the prolonged and detailed discussion
of such matters in the newspapers. Many peo